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“The Tell Tale Heart”  EOC Practice

Context Clues – in the story you have 7 words that are underlined.  Based on how they are used, figure out their meaning by choosing one of the possible definitions below (not all definitions will be used).

_____1. Mad


_____2. Fancy


_____3. Vexed

_____ 4. Suppositions

_____5. Crevice


_____6. Dismembered

_____7. Vehemently 

a. a crack

b. very nice   
c. to cast a spell

d. angry         

e. to chop a body into pieces

f. think of

g. guesses


h. loudly and with force


i. crazy


k. to no longer belong



m. a sin


n. to be angry with


p. to suppose

Reading comprehension – read the following questions from the story and answer them using the choices given to you.

_____8. An unreliable narrator is a narrator that we cannot trust.  Which of the following statements 


from the story show that we cannot trust everything this narrator tells us?


a. “I heard many things in hell.”


b. “He had the eye of a vulture.”


c. “With a loud yell I threw open the lantern and leaped into the room.”


d. “The officers were satisfied.  My manner had convinced them.”

_____ 9. What about the old man bothered the narrator?


a. he constantly yelled at the narrator

b. he made the narrator do chores


c. he had a pale blue eye


d. his heart was so loud

_____10. Every night he peeks into the room.  Why can’t he kill the old man?


a. the old man is not yelling

b. the old man looks like his father


c. the old man’s eyes are closed 
d. the old man is not asleep

_____ 11. How is the old man actually killed?


a. chopped into pieces
   b. buried alive
      c. crushed by the bed     d. shot in the heart
_____12. What is this an example of?  “He had the eye of a vulture.”


a. simile       b. metaphor       c. dramatic irony       d. conflict

_____13. What is this an example of?  “This, however, did not vex me; it would not be heard through 


the wall.”


a. hyperbole
b. verbal irony      c. 2nd person point of view      d. foreshadowing
____14. What is this an example of? “It was . . . wide open . . . all a dull blue, with a hideous veil over it.”


a. setting 
b. imagery
c. theme
d. simile

