The Thesis Statement



__________________________________________________________

Step One: Your Assertion


You already have picked a career, what it will take to get this career, and why this 


career is good for you.  Write your career here.  You do not need to write it in a 

complete sentence.

________________________________________________________________________

Step Two:  Slugging the Cards


The first step in developing a thesis statement comes from your note cards.  To do 
this, you need to remove all of your source cards and set them in their own pile.  
Now take your note cards sort them into like categories.  After sorting the cards, 
you will write a word or two that labels that category on that note card in the 

upper left corner.

________________________________________________________________________

Step Three: Picking Your Categories


You probably have three or four categories that really have more information in 
them than the others.  These will be your main points.  List those categories here:

1. ____________________________
2. ____________________________


3. ____________________________
4. ____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Step Four: Putting It Together Into a Thesis Statement


What is a thesis statement?  One book puts it as:

“The thesis of your essay is your opinion boiled down to one arguable statement.”


Another says it is the one main point of your essay.  In any case, your thesis will 
come in the first paragraph and tell your reader what the paper is all about.  
  Make sure that it:

· expresses one main idea

· it shows what you are going to say in your paper
Make sure that it does not:

· use “you” or any other second person pronoun

· become a question (thus the term, thesis statement)

· include information that is not mentioned in your paper

· leaves out information included in your paper

· does not mention itself or the paper (The thesis of this paper…)

Examples of good and bad thesis statements:


BAD: Scarf gluing is a great job.   (Yawn!)
BAD: The thesis of this paper is the great job opportunities in the scarf 


gluing field and how it is a good career for me. (Don’t mention the 


thesis in your thesis!)


GOOD: Scarf gluing is a great career for me since it matches my interests 



in wood-working, it is a family tradition, and I am already 



preparing for this career in high school.
* Helpful Hint *


You can use this handy guide.  It will not be an award winning thesis statement, but it will work:
____________ is a good career for me since it __(1)_________, _(2)______________,  and I am willing to do what I need to do to get this career.

Then I would set my paper up as follows:

1st paragraph – introduction (where I’ll put my thesis statement).

2nd paragraph – brief overview of the job (maybe include the salary, and a few 


other details

Next two or three paragraphs – detail whatever your first blank was

Next two or three paragraphs – detail whatever your second blank was

Last one or two paragraphs – what do you need to do and what are you doing to 


get this career
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Average Salary – scarf gluer - $22,000








