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C o l l e g e   E s s a y   C h e c k l i s t

 = Very Well Done       = Well Done      = Could Use A Little Work     =Missing, Needs Attention     = Not Needed For This Essay
	· General Content: 
	

	· Does your essay help the reader to understand who you are? 
	

	· Does it help to showcase your unique strengths? 
	

	· Does it ring true as an authentic piece, written by and about you? 
	

	· Is it convincing? 
	

	· Does it grab and hold their attention? 
	

	· Does it make a lasting, favorable impression? 
	

	· Does it show that you have a clear sense of academic, career, and/or personal goals--both short-term and long-term? 
	

	· Does it exhibit that you have a clear understanding of how attending University X or winning a certain scholarship will help you achieve your goals? 
	

	· Does it show that you have clear academic interests? 
	

	· Does it demonstrate your knowledge about how attending the University X can help further your understanding of certain academic subjects? 
	

	· Does it explain why a certain subject(s) fascinates you? 
	

	· Does it demonstrate that you have a clear understanding of how your past life and experiences fed into your academic interests? 
	

	· Does it show that you have motivation, drive, and the capacity to succeed? 
	

	· Topic and Thesis: 
	

	· Does your topic address the question? 

	

	· Is your topic one that few others will likely write about? 
	

	· Is your thesis clear? 
	

	· Does your thesis connect to the topic and question? 
	

	· Is your thesis consistently upheld and supported throughout the essay? 


	

	· Organization, Structure, and Logic: 
	

	· Are the three essay components (thesis, body, conclusion) intact and clearly distinct? 
	

	· Are the three components clearly and logically linked so that the body supports the thesis and the conclusion ties them together? 
	

	· Does your essay seem logical, make sense? 
	

	· Paragraphs and Transitions: 
	

	· Is each paragraph well-structured, with a clear leading idea of its own and supporting body? 
	

	· Does each paragraph logically follow the preceding one and connect easily to the following one? 
	

	· Sentences: 
	

	· Are your sentence structures correct? 
	

	· Is your usage of tense consistent and logical? 
	

	· Words and Phrases: 
	

	· Are all words spelled correctly? 
	

	· Do all words and phrases mark proper usage? 
	

	· Have you used as few words as possible to express your thoughts? 
	

	· Mechanics: 
	

	· Is your grammar correct? 
	

	· Is your punctuation correct?
	


Checklist provided by:
“Tips & Info: Revising Your Essay.” Essay Advice. 2006. 18 Oct. 2006.


< www.essayadvice.com/advicerevision.asp>.
