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| Federigo’s Falcon |
Translated by Mark Musa and Peter Bondanella

Giovanni Boceaccio was an important figure during the Renaissance period. From about 1351 to

1353, he worked on The Decameron, which consisted of a hundred short tales and novellas. In -

the frame story, Boccaccio has seven young women and three young men flee from Florence to .
escape the plague. Read the following story about Federigo’s fal_con from the fifth day and answer

the questions that follow.

_There once was in Florence a young man
named Federigo, the son of Messer Filippo
Alberighi, renowned above all other men
in Tuscany for his prowess in arms and for
his courtliness. As often happens to most

gentlemen, he fell in love with a lady named

Monna Giovanna, in her day considered to
be one of the most beautiful and one of the
most charming women that ever there was

- in Florence; and in order to win her love, -

he participated in jousts and tournaments,
organized and gave feasts, and spent his. -
money without restraint; but she, no less
virtuous than beautiful, cared little for

~ these things done on her behalf; nor did she

care for him who did them. Now, as Federigo
was spending far beyond his means and was
taking nothing in, as easily happens he lost
his wealth and became poor, with nothing
but his little farm to his name (from whose
revenues he lived very meagerly) and one
falcon which was among the best in the
world. ‘ ' -

" More in love than ever, but knowing
that he would never be able to live the way
he wished to in the city, he went to live
at Campi, where his farm was. There he
passed his time hawking whenever he could,
asked nothing of anyone, and endured his
poverty patiently. Now, during the time
that Federigo was reduced to dire need,
it happened that the husband of Monna
Giovanna fell ill, and realizing death was

near, he made his last will: he was very rich, .

and he made his son, who was growing up,
his heir, and, since he had loved Monna

Giovanna very much, he made her his heir

should his son die without a legitimate heir;
and then he died. ' '

@ Monna Giovanna was now a widow, and -
as is the custom among cur women, she went
to the country with her son to spend a year

_ on one of her possessions very close by to
- Federigo’s farm, and it happened that this
~ young boy became friends with Federig6 and

began to enjoy birds and hunting dogs; and
after he had seen Federigo’s falcon fly many
times, it pleased him so much that he very
much wished it were his own, but he did not
dare to ask for it, for he could see how dear it

 was to Federigo. And during this time, it
" happened that the young boy took ill, and his -

mother was much grieved, for he was her .
only child and she loved him enormously; she
would spend the entire day by his side, never
ceasing to comfort him, and often asking him
if there was anything he desired, begging
him to tell her what it might be, for if it were
possible to obtain it, she would certainly do
everything possible to get it. After the young -
boy had heard her make this offer many
times, he said: I

“Mother, if you can arrange for me to
have Fedeérigo’s falcon, I think I would be

well very soon.” . .

~ When the lady heard this, she wélsg taken
aback for a moment, and she began to think

. what she should do. She knew that Federigo

had loved her for a long while, in spite of the
fact that he never received a single glance
from her, and so, she said to herself:

“How can I send or go and ask for this

- faleon of his which is, as I have heard tell,

the best that ever flew, and besides this, his
only means of support? And how canIbe so
insensitive as to wish to take away from this
gentleman tHé¢ only pleasure which is left to
him?” o s
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/ - . And mvolved in these thoughts, knowmg
~ that she was certdin to have the bird if she

,’ - asked for it, but not knowing what to say to

~ her son, she stood there without answering
- him. Finally the love she bore her son .
~ persuaded her that she should make him
~ happy, and no matter what the consequences
- might be, she would not send for the bird,

 but rather go herself for it and bring it back E
-~ to him; so she answered her son:

“My son, take comfort and think only of |
getting well, for I promise you that the first
_ thing I shall do tomorrow - mormng is to go

~for it and bring it back to you.”

The child was so happy that he showed
some improvement that very day. The
following morning, the lady, accompanied
. by another woman, as if going for a stroll,
*went to Federigo’s modest house and asked
for him, Since it was not the season for it,
‘Federigo had not been hawking for some
days and was in his orchard, attending to
certain tasks; when he heard that Monna
* Giovanna was asking for him at the door,
he was very surprised and happy to run .
there; as she saw him coming, she greeted -
him with feminine charm, and once Federigo
‘had welcomed her courteously, she said:

“Greetings, Federigo!” Then she
continued: “I have come to compensate you
for the harm you have suffered on my
account by loving me more than you needed
to; and the coinpensation is this: I, along
w1th this companion of mine, 1ntend to dine
" with you—a simple meal—this very day
T this Federigo humbly replied:
““Madonna, I never remember having
suffered any harm because of you; on the
contrary: so much good have I received from
you that if ever I have been worth anything,
it has been because of your merit and the

love I bore for you; and your generous visit.is -

certainly so dear to me that I would spend all
- over again that which I spent in the past; but
you have come to a poor host.”

And having said this, he received her
into his home humbly, and from there he led

her into the garden, and since he had 1o one
there to keep her company, he said:
“My lady, since there is no one else, this

-good woman here, the wife of this Workman,

will keep you company while I go to set the

table.”

Though he was very poor Federlgo
until now, had never before realized to what

" extent he hiad wasted his wealth; but this

morning, the fact that he found nothing with
which he could honor the lady for the love

of whom he had once entertained countless
men in the past gave him cause to reflect:

in great anguish, he cursed himself and his
fortune and, like a man beside himself, he
started running here and there, but could

‘find neither money nor a pawnable object.

The hour was late and his desire to honor
the gracious lady was great, but not wishing
to turn for help to others (not even to his
own workman), he set his eyes upon his good
falcon, perched in a small room; and since
he had nowhere else to turn, he took the
bird, and finding it plump, he decided that
it would be a worthy food for such a lady..
So, without further thought, he wrung its
neck and quickly gave it to his servant girl
to pluck, prepare, and place on a spit to be
roasted with care; and when he had set the

‘table with the whitest of tablecloths (a few

of which he still had left), he returned, with
a cheerful face, to the lady in his garden,
saying that the meal he was able to prepare
for her was ready.

- The lady and her companion rose,

- went to the table together with Federigo,

who waited upori them with the greatest
devotion, and they ate the good falcon
without knowing what it was they were _
eating. And having left the table and spent
some time in pleasant conversation, the lady
thought it time now to say what she had
come to say, and so she spoke these kmd
words to Federigo: '

“Federigo, if you recall your past life and
my virtue, which you perhaps mistook for
harshness and cruelty, I do not doubt at all
that you will be amazed by my presumption
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shall take no man buf’ Federlgo degh
Alberighi.”

" In answer to this, makmg fun of her, her
brothers replied: o :

- “You foolish woman, what are you
saying? How can you want hlm he hasn’t a-
penny to his name?” '

To this she rephed “My brothers, Iam
well aware of what you say, but I would
rather have a man who needs money than
money that needs a man.”

({e a husband you may rest assuyed that T i ',

Her brothers, seeing that she was
letermined and knowing Federigo to be of
* noble birth, no matter how poor he was,
accepted her wishes and gave her in
marriage to him with all her riches; when he
found himself the husband of such a great
lady, whom he had loved so much and who
was so wealthy besides, he managed his .
financial affairs With more prudence than i in
the past and hved W1th her happ1ly the rest
. ofhis days

kS

Fedengo s Falcon” from The Decameran by G10vanm Boceaccio, translated by Mark Musa.and Peter Bondanella Translatlon copyright 1982 by
Mark Musa and Peter Bondanella. Reprinted by permission of W.W. Norton & Co., Inc.

e

| 8 Whlch of the followmg best states the
g theme of “Feder1go 8 Falcon”‘?

A Aperson’s true worth is best
measured by the possessions he

or she accumulates.

' ‘B Money is not a true indicator of a
person’s worth.

C A person’s worth determmes his
"~ or herfate.

~D  Money can bring happiness to
those who wait. -

9. Who is the antagonist in this etery‘?
A | Gievanna’s son |
B Federigo

Cthe falcon
D

" (Giovanna

. 10. Monna Giovanna’s son stated that he -
would soon be well if he had whlch of
the fellowmg‘?

A a servant

B  ahunting dog
- C  money

D

Federigo’s falcon

before asking Federigo for the falcon?

A She Wanted her son’s wealth to
- cometo her '

B  She did not want to be in debt to
Federigo. :

C  She felt guilty asking Federigo
' for his falcon.

D She was still in mourning and
should not visit with other men.

11.  Why did Giovanna debate with herself
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12. Why does Giovanna decide to marry

Federigo?

A Hehas good ﬂnancial sense.

B Her brother wants her to marry
Federigo. '

C Hesaved her son’s life.

D

He is generous and honorable.

13.  All of the following statements from
' the story describe the role of women in -

society in Renaissance Italy except
which one?

A

“ .. but she, no less virtuous than
beautiful, cared little for these

things done on her behalf, nor did

she care for him who did them.”

“‘T would prefer to remain a
widow, if that would please you; -
but if you wish me to take a
husband, ...”” :

. and he made his son, who

- was growing up, his heir, and,
“gince he had loved Monna

Giovarina very much, he made
her his heir should his son die
without a legitimate heir, . . .”

“The following morning, the lady,

accompanied by another woman,
as if going for a stroll, went to
Federigo’s modest house and
asked for him.”

A

A

B
C
D

A

- 14, Whlch of the followmg l1terary dev1ces
B is present in this story? '

onomatopoeia
irony
extended metaphor

personification

15.  Which paragraph contains the chmax i

of the story?
A 3

B 1 4 -
¢ 17

D

- 25

16.  All of the following are examples of
irony except which one?

Giovanna becomes a Weelthy'
widow at the same time that -
PFederigo is poorest.

After ignoring him for so long,
Giovanna learns that Federigo
has the only thlng that can save
her son.

Federlgo, for all his poverty, still
has Whlte tablecloths.

In his desire to please Giovanna,

7 Federlgo destroys the thing he

most needs.
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12. Why does Giovanna decide to marry
- Federigo? _

A Hehas gobd financial sensel

B  Her brother wants her to marry
IFederigo. :

' C  Hesaved her son’s life.

D  Heis generous and honorable.

13.  All of the following statements from
' the story describe the role of women in -

society in Renaissance Italy except
which one‘? :

A ¢ ..but she, no less virtuous than
beautiful, cared little for these

things done on her behalf, nor did

she care for him who did them.”

B  “‘I would prefer to remain a
widow, if that would please you;
but if you wish me to take a .
husband, ...””

¢ “ ..and he made his son, who
was growing up, his heir, and,
since he had loved Monna
Giovanna very much, he made
her his heir should his son die
without a legitimate heir, . . .”

D “The following morning, the lady,
accompanied by another woman,
as if going for a stroll, went to
Federigo’s modest house and
asked for him.” e

*

14, Which of the followmg 11terary devices
is present in thls story?

A onomat0p0e1a

B .irony_ |

C extended metaﬁhor
D .

personification

15. Whlch paragraph contains the cl1max -
' of the story?

A 3
B 147_'
c 17
D

- 25

16.  All of the following are examples of
irony except which one?

A Giovanna becomes a wealthy
widow at the same time that -
Federigo is poorest.

B  After ighoring him for so long,
Giovanna learns that Federigo
‘has the only thmg that can save
her son.

C Federlgo for all his poverty, stlll
: has Whlte tablecloths.

"D Inhis desire to please Giovanna,
.. TFederigo destroys the thing he
most needs.

Qe -
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17. The wof‘d “prowess,” used to descrlbe | 18 I El_li_é wanted to read morg tales from - ';
Fedérigo in paragraph 1 r*ﬁeans whlch " The Decameron, what would be the ' j
of the followmg‘? S R best thmg for her to do ﬁrst‘? R
A' forthrlghtness R B A go to the card catalog or library 1
: , _ S S . " computer and look up Boccaccio A
B kil o - B T .
c , SR | .. B read a history book about . o
C  knowledge . | Refaissance Italy : |

D '_strengfh e ¢ look up The Decameron in the

L o ' - encyclopedia :

P  skim through a céllpcti_oh_ of
Italian s_hort-stories-- L

A

i

i
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i

i
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