Hi, my name is __________________________

Big Huge Short Story Test

That Looks a lot Like the EOC

SOME GREAT TEST TAKING TIPS:

· Write on the test if you are allowed; scratch out answers you know are incorrect and improve your odds.

· Briefly scan the questions that follow a reading selection before reading the selection.

· Read ALL of the four options, especially if the first one seems to be the right answer.

· When finished, go back and double-check your answers.
· If using a bubble sheet, be sure to make dark circles; avoid skipping around whenever possible.

For all of the following selections:

Read the selection.  Choose the best answer for the questions that follow each selection.  

You May Write on This Test if You are Thusly Inclined (
(1)“That winter we didn’t make much progress, for I was in school and Doodle suffered from one cold after another. (2) But when spring came, rich and warm, we raised our sights again.  (3) Success lay at the end of summer like a pot of gold, and our campaign got off to a good start.  (4) On hot days, Doodle and I went down to Horsehead Landing and I gave him swimming lessons or showed him how to row a boat.  (5) Sometimes we descended into the cool greenness of Old Woman Swamp and climbed the rope vines or boxed scientifically beneath the pine where he had learned to walk.  (6) Promise hung about us like the leaves, and wherever we looked, ferns unfurled and birds broke into song.”

1)
Which of the following best explains why the two boys box scientifically?
a) their father is a scientist who works for the state
b) the narrator is careful not to hurt his fragile brother

c) Doodle  is writing a research paper on boxing

d) Doodle is practicing for an upcoming boxing tournament

2)
Which  of the following best describes the MOOD of the passage above?

a) Strange and alien
b) angry and upset

c) warm and promising

d) cold and wet

3)
Which of the following best explains the MAIN IDEA of the passage above?
a) The narrator is pleased with the progress he is making with his brother

b) The narrator doesn’t feel like Doodle will ever get better at athletics

c) The narrator wants Doodle to start taking swimming lessons

d) Horsehead landing isn’t a good place for boys to play in the summertime

4)
Which of the following sentences contains  a SIMILE?

a) sentences # 3 and # 6
b) sentences # 1 and #4

c) sentences # 2 and #5

d) sentence # 6 only

5)
Which best describes the meaning of the term unfurled in the following passage?

“Promise hung about us like the leaves, and wherever we looked, ferns unfurled and birds broke into song.”

a) caught on fire

b) died; fell off

c) unrolled; opened

d) changed color

6)
Which best describes the THEME of the short story The Scarlet Ibis?
a) A mentally challenged boy dies of exhaustion when his self-centered brother pushes him too hard

b) Shame can make people do things they normally wouldn’t do and will one day regret

c) Doodle and the Scarlet Ibis

d) Pain is weakness exiting the body

7)
Which best describes the PLOT of the short story The Scarlet Ibis?

a) A mentally challenged boy dies of exhaustion when his self-centered brother pushes him too hard

b) Shame can make people do things they normally wouldn’t do and will one day regret

c) Doodle and the Scarlet Ibis

d) Pain is weakness exiting the body

8)
Which of the following is a SYMBOL in the short story The Scarlet Ibis?

a) A mentally challenged boy dies of exhaustion when his self-centered brother pushes him too hard

b) Shame can make people do things they normally wouldn’t do and will one day regret

c) Doodle and the Scarlet Ibis

d) Pain is weakness exiting the body

The appointed day arrived.  From far and near the people gathered, and thronged the great galleries of the arena; and crowds, unable to gain admittance, massed themselves against its outside walls.  The king and his court were in their places, opposite the twin doors – those fateful portals, so terrible in their similarity.  All was ready.  The signal was given.  A door beneath the royal party opened, and the lover of the princess walked into the arena.  Tall, beautiful, fair, his appearance was greeted with a low hum of admiration and anxiety.
9) 
Which best describes the meaning of the term thronged in the passage above?

a) avoided; stayed away

b) yelled in an offensive manner

c) crowded into like cattle

d) ate hungrily

10)
Which  of the following best describes the MOOD of the passage above?

a) tense and excited
b) angry and upset

c) warm and promising

d) fearful and afraid

11)
Which of the following best explains the MAIN IDEA of the passage above?

(a) love can make people do strange and unpredictable things

(b) no one wants to see the handsome young man get eaten by a tiger

(c) the young man is incredibly handsome

(d) a large crowd of people is eager to see an event in an arena
12)
Which best describes the meaning of the term portals in the following passage?
“The king and his court were in their places, opposite the twin doors – those fateful portals, so terrible in their similarity”

(a) fiery pits

(b) doors

(c) twins

(d) coffins

13)
Which best describes the THEME of the short story“The Lady, or the Tiger?”

(a) it’s hard to find a mean tiger and a pretty lady in the same day 
(b) love and jealousy can make people do strange things

(c) opening arena doors can be dangerous and should be avoided
(d) a man is guilty of loving the King’s daughter and is given a tough choice
14)  Which best describes the PLOT of the short story, “The Lady or the Tiger?”

(a)  it’s hard to find a mean tiger and a pretty lady in the same day

(b)  love and jealousy can make people do strange things

(c)  opening arena doors can be dangerous and should be avoided

(d)  a man is guilty of loving the King’s daughter and is given a tough choice
(1)An apprehensive night crawled slowly by like a wounded snake, and sleep did not visit Rainsford, although the silence of a dead world was on the jungle. (2) Toward morning when a dingy gray was varnishing the sky, the cry of some startled bird focused Rainsford’s attention in that direction.  (3) Something was coming through the bush, coming slowly, carefully, coming by the same winding way Rainsford had come.  (4) He flattened himself down on the limb, and through a screen of leaves almost as thick as tapestry, he watched . . . (5) That which was approaching was a man.
15)
Which best describes the meaning of the term dingy in the passage above?

(a) bright; fresh
(b) ignorant; unknowing

(c) dull; dreary

(d) spotless; sparkling

16)
Which  of the following best describes the MOOD of the passage above?
a) bright and sunny

b) angry and upset

c) warm and promising

d) tense and fearful

17)
Which of the following best explains the MAIN IDEA of the passage above?

a) A man spends the night in the jungle hiding from someone
b) A man enjoys climbing and staying in trees

c) A snake is slithering up Rainsford’s tree

d) A man is bird watching in the jungle

18)
Which best describes the meaning of the term apprehensive in the following passage?

“An apprehensive night crawled slowly by like a wounded snake, and sleep did not visit Rainsford”
a) joyous, full of light
b) naked, not wearing any clothing
c) short, passing by quickly
d) uneasy, nervous about the future
19)
What is the THEME of the story “The Most Dangerous Game?”

a)
A hunter falls off a boat and into a hunt for his life
b)
running from Zaroff

c)
the hunter can become the hunted

d)
lions, tigers, and men

20)
Which best describes the PLOT of the short story, “The Most Dangerous Game?”
a)
A hunter falls off a boat and into a hunt for his life

b)
running from Zaroff

c)
the hunter can become the hunted

d)
lions, tigers, and men
(1)My mind was beginning to function normally, to analyze and to ask questions.  (2)Was this a building, a shrine—or something for which my language had no name? (3) If a building, then why was it erected in so uniquely inaccessible a spot? (4)I wondered if it might be a temple, and I could picture the adepts of some strange priesthood calling on their gods to preserve them as the life of the Moon ebbed with the dying oceans, and calling on their gods in vain.

21)
Which best describes the meaning of the term erected in the passage above?

a)
painted, covered

b)
built, constructed

c)
torn down, demolished

d)
worshipped, loved

22)
Which of the following best explains the MAIN IDEA of the passage above?


     a) a man thinks about an alien religion


     b) a man is having a hard time thinking at all


     c) a man hopes the oceans don’t dry up


     d) a man wonders about an alien object

23)
What is the THEME of the story “The Sentinel?”


     a) if you go to the moon, you’ll need a special tractor


     b) a strange, two-story, black, alien pyramid


     c) mankind tends to blow up things it doesn’t understand


     d) a man discovers and blows up an alien pyramid on the moon

24)
What is the PLOT of the story “The Sentinel?”


     a) if you go to the moon, you’ll need a special tractor


     b) a strange, two-story, black, alien pyramid


     c) mankind tends to blow up things it doesn’t understand


     d) a man discovers and blows up an alien pyramid on the moon

25)
Which best describes the meaning of the term ebbed in the passage above?


     a) faded away


     b) changed color


     c) became larger


     d) smelled bad

