Tone Words part I
Understanding tone is one thing.  Figuring out the answer choices the EOC gives you is another.  Sometimes you will not know a word given as an answer choice.  When that happens, figure out if you think the tone of the passage is good (positive) or bad (negative).  Then look at the answer choices and figure out if they sound good or bad to you.  You will not always be right and this will not always work, but it might help you in guessing the correct answer.
Example:
Happy = good		Sad = bad  		Indifferent = bad		Excited = good
For the following words, write good or bad, based only on how they sound.  See how many you can correctly guess:

animated ____________
accusatory ____________
amused ____________
aggrieved ____________
arrogant ____________
awestruck  ____________
benevolent ____________
belligerent ____________
compliant ____________
callous ____________
cynical  ____________
caustic ____________
celebratory ____________
derisive ____________
diplomatic ____________
demeaning  ____________
empathetic ____________
flippant ____________
frivolous ____________
hypercritical ____________
incensed ____________
indignant  ____________
informative ____________
laudatory ____________
malicious ____________
pompous ____________
pessimistic ____________
pensive ____________
reticent ____________
sympathetic ____________
scathing ____________
solemn  ____________
virtuous ____________
whimsical ____________


Tone Words part II
Sometimes the EOC gives you tone words that you do not know.  Based on the word alone you’ll have to figure out the meaning.  One way is to just go by how it sounds to you.  Another way is to see if it looks like a word you have seen before, either in English or a foreign language.  Chances are that they have the same word parts and therefore similar meanings.  Based only on looking at these words, try to guess their meaning:

apathetic:						befuddled:

candid:							disheartened:

egotistical:						righteous:

sensationalistic:					animated:

Circle the following words you think means that the speaker must be angry?
	(HINT – there are five)

ambivalent		acerbic			cautionary		colloquial
contemptuous		docile			detached		fuming
humble			modest			resentful		reverent
scornful		subjective		sorrowful		tolerant

Remember, you may not always get it right, but being able to guess what a word might mean based on just looking at it might make the difference between a 79 and an 80!

Tone Words  part III

You may or may not know what a word means when given to you on the EOC.  Read the following sentences and try to get the tone correct on each one.  You can figure out if the tone sounds like a good tone or bad tone and then find words that match.  Remember that words often (but not always) mean the way they sound, so make some good guesses!

1. If you want that job, stay with it.  Send in your resume, make follow up phone calls, send a thank you letter.  Don’t worry about the company getting tired of you, they’ll like your persistence.  Stick to it and do not delay.  Apply today!
comic		assertive	evasive		placating

2. I’ll never help him again.  Not only did he take all the credit, but he never even told me thank you.  It doesn’t pay to help others.
admiring	gullible	bitter		impartial

3. I used to get so excited about seeing actors and actresses.  Once I stood in line for six hours to get an autograph.  However, since I came to work at this movie studio, I’ve seen hundreds of famous actors.  I don’t bother getting my picture taken or asking for autographs anymore.  Once you’ve seen one, you’ve seen them all.
ardent		farcical		outraged	jaded

4. I’ve often wondered why life was put here on earth.  Was there a divine creator?  Did we just happen to end up here by chance?  Do we have a purpose or is life rather meaningless?  I guess we all have to find our own answers and choose our own path in life and hope we have picked the right one.  
absurd		condescending		inane		philosophical



Tone Words part IV
Try to determine the tone of each passage.  If you do not understand an answer choice, try to make an educated guess based on what the word sounds like.  Mark out answers you are pretty sure are incorrect and guess from what is left.  Circle the correct word.

1. The zombie reached his decaying hand toward his target.  The girl screamed but could do nothing to resist as he slowly began to devour her brain.  After wiping his mouth with her hair, he began to move toward his next target…the children.
confused		dignified		macabre		reflective

2. I remember my childhood when we only had four TV stations.  There was no DVR or TiVo.  When a Christmas special came on TV, you only got to see it if you were watching.  It may be nice for kids nowadays to be able to see what they want when they wanted, but there was something special about rushing home to be able to watch the Snoopy Christmas special.
grim			nostalgic		obsequious		naive	

3. I’m keeping an open mind about this.  My son said he wants a tattoo of Sponge Bob on his forehead.  While I don’t think it is probably a good idea and my co-workers say that I am crazy for even thinking about letting a 7 year old get a tattoo, I’m going to hear out his reasoning and decide from there.
	abstruse		cheerful		optimistic		unbiased

4. Frank saw his teacher broken down on the side of the road.  He knew this area did not get good cell phone reception and that she wouldn’t know how to change her tire.  He could do it easily.  However, he drove past without stopping.  That would teach her for giving him lunch detention.
 	   critical 		depressed 		sulking  		vengeful   



Tone Words Part V
Often in tone questions on the EOC, you must be able to figure out words without any context.  For this, you may have to just go on what you think the word sounds like.  Pay attention to word parts that you know or recognize in other words.

Which tone word would describe someone who is doubtful, unbelieving?
	impassioned 		incredulous 		patronizing		resigned

Which word sounds like it would describe someone thinking in a logical, practical way?
	indifferent 		ironic			mocking		pragmatic

Which tone word sounds like it would describe someone who is funny?
	mourning		outspoken 		sentimental		witty

Which tone word sounds like it would describe someone who is stuck on how great he/she is?
	mean-spirited		narcissistic		playful			satirical

Which tone word sounds like it would describe someone who considers all sides of an issue?
	objective		pretentious		pathetic		subjective

Which tone word sounds like it would describe someone who wants to get back at someone else?
	persuasive		reflective		vindictive		wretched

Which tone word sounds like it would describe someone who is worried about how bad their own life is or the way that others have treated them wrong?
	regretful		restrained		skeptical		self-pitying
