Peter Jackson:
Bringing Tolkien’s Vision to the Screen

Like Frodo Baggins, Director/screenwriter Peter Jackson set off on a
monumental quest: to transport moviegoers to the extraordinary world of
Middle-earth in a way that is believable and powerful. “I wanted to take all
the great moments from the books and use modern technology to give audiences
nights at the movies unlike anything they’ve experienced before,” explains
Jackson.
        For the first installment, The Fellowship of the Ring, Jackson and is
fellow writers paid particular attention to Tolkiens’s many vivid
descriptions of characters and places, hoping to create a vibrant world that
would draw audiences into the adventures as participants.
        “Tolkien writes in a way that makes everything come alive,” continues
Jackson, “and we wanted to set that realistic feeling of an ancient
world-come-to-life right away with the first film, then continue to build it
as the story unravels. We constantly referred to the book, not just in
writing the screenplay, but also throughout the production. Every time we
sot a scene, I re-read that part of the book right before, as did the cast.
It was always worth it, always inspiring.”
        An only child born in 1961 on the coast of New Zealand, Jackson started
experimenting with film at age 8, when his parents bought him a Super-8
camera. In adapting The Lord of the Rings, Jackson wanted to bring front and
center Tolkien’s themes of good versus evil, nature versus industry, and
friendship versus the forces of corruption. “All the major themes are
introduced in The Fellowship of the Ring,” he notes. “The most obvious one
is good versus evil, but this story is also about how friendship endures and
overcomes even in a world of tremendous upheaval and change. We really tried
to make these themes part of the fabric of the first film.”
