Celtic Notes

History
The Celts are mostly known for being in England and Ireland, but they were spread over most of the Northern and Western Europe.  

The first people in England probably came from Northern Africa and Spain.  They were their when the Celts came.  

Druids – religious leaders, performed rituals and sacrifices to influence the gods.  

Celts worshipped the sun (Lugh).

Five major holidays – Summer Solstice (sun is closest to planet)




Winter Solstice (sun is farthest from planet)




Spring Equinox




Autumn Equinox

Samin – a year-end festival (now as Halloween) – marked as the beginning of winter, a time of darkness where dark forces were more powerful. Had human sacrifices (1/3 of their healthy children).  Some people would dress as demons and others would chase them away.  Burned effigies of demons

Gods were more like humans with supernatural powers.  

385 BC – Celts sack Rome

278 BC – Celts conquer Galatia (named after the Gauls)

59 – 49 BC – Julius Caesar hits France and the Gauls.  Celtic tradition does well under 

Roman rule until Romans make Christianity the mandatory religion.  Then the 

Celts die away on main continent.

Irish monks recorded the stories under St. Patrick.

The Celtic Ages

1st age: 
Ladhra was the leader of the first race.  He had 16 wives and was the first person to die in Ireland.  His death caused a flood to cover Ireland, drowning everyone.  Nobody lived in Ireland for 268 years.

2nd age: 
The Partholonians lived in this age.  Partholon, leader of the age, and his race invaded Ireland.  They were also the first to make beer from ferns.  Everyone prospered during this age.  While Partholon was away on business, his wife and servant slept together.  Partholon demanded that they pay him a price of honor.  His wife claimed she deserved compensation since she was his property, and because he left, he did not take good care of his property.  His was declared the winner of the argument and was compensated for her deprivation.  Later, Fomorians (monstrous sea people) attacked the Partholonians.  They had one eye, one hand, and one foot and could use magic.  The second race drove them off.  However, that May, they all died from a plague.

3rd age: 
The age of the Nemedians, a divine race.  They built forts to protect from the Fomorians of the second age.  The Fomorians and Nemedians fought four times and the Nemedians won all four times.  However, a great disease wiped out most of them, and then the Fomorians finished the job and enslaved them.  From then on, on Samin, the Nemedians had to give the Fomorians 2/3 of their children, milk, and corn.  The Nemedians made one last desperate attack and lost, the survivors left Ireland.

4th age: 
The Fir Bolgs, not a divine race, thrived during this age.  They created iron spearheads.  The Fir Bolgs were many different tribes that acted united.   They were defeated by the fifth race in battle.
5th age: 
The Fifth Age is known for the divine race of Tuatha De Danann (from the mother goddess, Danu).  They used magic to create a fog to cover their arrival and then burned their boats of the Fir Bolgs so that they could not retreat.  They also sent storms of blood and fire over the Fir Bolgs.  Both sides declared a truce and spent 105 years preparing for war.  During the war, Tuatha De Danann’s king, Nuada, got his arm chopped off.  He made an arm of silver that could move just like his real arm.  However, because he was wounded, he could no longer be king, and gave up his throne.  His replacement, Bres the Beautiful, was half Tuatha De Danann and half Fomorian.  He was awful, stingy, and not liked by his race; they rid him of the throne.  Nuada got infections around the silver joint in his arm and went to a doctor.  The doctor’s son dug up Nuada’s real arm and put it back on as good as new.  The doctor was jealous so he cut off his son’s head; nevertheless, the son healed it.  The doctor cut through bone of son’s head and the son still healed it.  Then, the doctor cut through to the brain, and once again, the son healed it.  Finally, the doctor sliced his son’s brain in two pieces and he died.
6th age: 
The Sixth Age was the race of the Milesians.  The Milesians were not a divine race.  They defeated the Tuatha De Danann in battle, and became the Celts of Ireland.

Cuchulainn

Cuchulainn was the greatest Celtic hero.  He was a hero of the Red Branch Knights of Ulster.

Sualtam Mac Roth      Dechtire

Lugh (sun god – tricked Dechtire and kept

               |_____________|      \------------------/

her for three years)



Married

|





      Setanta
Mac Roth took Setanta in as his own child, and raised him to be a warrior for Ulster.  Setanta lives in Concchobar and serves King Ulster.  
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Setanta encounters Culaan, a blacksmith’s guard dog.  Setanta bashed in the dog’s brains with his bare hands.  Everyone saw this as an amazing sign of strength, but Culaan was mad because he lost his guard dog.  Setanta offered to be his guard dog until he could find a new one.  Culaan declined the offer.  From that point on, Setanta was called Cuchulainn, “The Hound of Culaan.”

It means a short life to enter your first fight on a certain day.  Cuchulainn did so anyways because he was so eager to fight for Ulster.

Cuchulainn went into battle rages.  During his battle rage:

· his calves and heels appear in front

· his body trembles

· one eye recedes 

· one eye stands out huge and red

· hair bristles and each hair has a drop of blood on it

· from the top of his head shoots a column of dark blood

Cuchulainn killed everyone in his first battle.  It took 150 naked women each with a vat of cold water to cool down his first battle rage.

He was famed for his salmon leap, enabling him to leap over obstacles, and his spear, the gae-bolg.

Cuchulainn fell in love with Emer, but her father, Fogall, did not approve.  He said that Cuchulainn did not have enough battle training.

He traveled to the land of shadows and trained under the warrior-princess Scathach.  He trained for a year and one day. [image: image2.jpg]



During this year, Cuchulainn becomes the lover of Scathach’s daughter.  Scathach warned Cuchulainn not to fight her sister, Aoifa, but Cuchulainn could not turn down the challenge.  He beats Aoifa and she becomes his mistress.  He gives her a ring to remember him by when he leaves.  After he leaves, she gives birth to his son, Conlai, unknown to Cuchulainn.  

Cuchulainn returns to claim Emer, but Fogall puts up a fight.  Cuchulainn defeats all of Fogall’s warriors and Fogall jumps to his death to avoid Cuchulainn.
A giant named Uath challenged three of Ireland’s greatest warriors to a beheading contest.  The warrior can behead the giant, and then the giant gets a turn to behead the warrior.  Cuchulainn was only one brave enough to accept the challenge.  Uath is so amazed that Cuchulainn bravely puts his head on the chopping block for the return blow, that he declared Cuchulainn Ireland’s greatest hero.

Cuchulainn was humiliated by having his head shaved by Cu Roi mac Daire, and killed him in response.
Fand, a beauty from the otherworld, lured Cuchulainn in to fight a Fomorii giant.  She was in love with Cuchulainn but returned them after she saw how sad Emer was.

A stranger comes to Ulster and refuses to give his name.  Ulster commands Cuchulainn to kill him for this insult. He fights the stranger to the death, and then he recognizes the ring the stranger is wearing and realizes that this is his son, Conlai.  
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Queen Medb wanted a famed brown bull and enchanted Ulster’s men by making them weak.  Cuchulainn alone was able to fight.  Medb had hags serve him dog meat, which made his arm wither.  Still Cuchulainn fought with ferocity and did well most of the battle.  When he got a mortal wound to the stomach, he lashed himself to a rock to keep from falling down and continued to fight.  His enemies did not know he was dead until the crows came to eat his body. 
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