The Birth of The Year
Originally, the year had only 360 days. This changed when Atum discovered an illicit passion between his two grandchildren, Nut (sky) and Geb (earth), whose union deprived the world of its atmosphere. 


According to a Greek version of this tale, Nut and Geb were so closely intertwined that there was no room for anything between them. This angered Atum, who ordered their father Shu, god of air, to separate them. Shu did so by standing on Geb and hoisting Nut above his head so that they could not touch each other. Nut, however was already pregnant. In his wraith Atum cursed her: she was allowed to give birth, he announced, but she was forbidden to do so on any of the 360 days that made up the year at that time.

Among the gods whom Atum created was Thoth, god of wisdom. Thoth loved Nut and decided to help her by challenging the other gods to a game of draughts in which he gambled for more time. He won five days, and by adding them to the existing year he created time for Nut to give birth on successive days to her five children: Osiris, Horus, Seth, Isis and Nephthys. Thoth's wisdom and cunning had gained Egypt a full calendar year.
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Story from: http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Ithaca/4396/birth.htm

The Eye of Ra / The Eye of Horus
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Designed to resemble the eye of a falcon, this symbol is called the Eye of Ra or Eye of Horus represents the right eye of the Egyptian Falcon God Horus. As the udjat (or utchat), it represented the sun, and was associated with the Sun God Ra (Re). 

The mirror image, or left eye, represented the moon, and the God Tehuti (Thoth). (A very similar concept of the sun and moon as eyes appears in many religious traditions)

According to legend, the left eye was torn from Horus by his murderous brother Seth, and magically restored by Thoth, the God of magick. After the restoration, some stories state, Horus made a gift of the eye to Osiris, which allowed this solar deity to rule the underworld. The story of this injury is probably an allusion to the phases of the moon as the eye which is "torn out" every month.

Together, the eyes represent the whole of the universe, a concept similar to that of the Taoist Yin-yang symbol. Spiritually, the right eye reflects solar, masculine energy, as well as reason and mathematics. The left eye reflects fluid, feminine, lunar energy, and rules intuition and magick. Together, they represent the combined, transcendent power of Horus.

The Eye of Horus was believed to have healing and protective power, and it was used as a protective amulet, and as a medical measuring device, using the mathematical proportions of the eye to determine the proportions of ingredients in medical preparations) to prepare medications. 

The Masonic all seeing eye, the Eye of Providence symbol found on American money, and our modern Rx pharmaceutical symbol are all descended from the Eye of Horus.
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Story from: http://altreligion.about.com/library/glossary/symbols/bldefswedjat.htm

