









Name:

Joseph Campbell noticed several archetypes in myths form around the world.  He used these observations to map out the universal hero in his book The Hero with a Thousand Faces.  Campbell calls the hero pattern that emerges from reading several myths the “Hero’s Journey” and the “monomyth.”
Both Star Wars and The Matrix follow this on purpose.  George Lucas had written two scripts for Star Wars before he decided to make it apply to Campbell’s map.  He credits that decision for the success of his movies.

You are going to watch a movie of your choice (not Matrix or Star Wars) and map the hero’s quest.

	Campbell
	Your movie/book

	I. Departure


	The call to adventure
	
	Refusal of the call
	
	Supernatural aid
	
	Crossing the first threshold
	
	The belly of the whale
	
	II. Initiation


	The road of trials
	
	The meeting with the goddess
	
	Temptation away from the true path
	
	Atonement with the Father
	
	Apotheosis (becoming god-like)
	
	The ultimate boon
	
	III. The Return


	Refusal of the return
	
	The magic flight
	
	Rescue from without
	
	Crossing the return threshold
	
	Master of the two worlds
	
	Freedom to live
	
	Common Mythic Elements


	Two Worlds (mundane and special)
	
	The Mentor
	
	The Oracle
	
	The Prophecy
	
	Failed Hero
	
	Wearing
Enemy's Skin
	
	Shapeshifter (the Hero isn't sure if he can trust this character)
	
	Animal familiar
	
	Chasing a lone animal into the enchanted wood (and the animal gets away)
	

	


This chart modified from:

Brennan, Kristen.  “Star Wars Origins.”  Jitterbug Fantasia.  2006. 12 Dec. 2006. 

<www.jitterbug.com/origins/myth.html>.
