Norse Constellations
While the constellations we use today do not come from Norse 

backgrounds like we do with the Greeks and Romans, they did watch 
the sky extensively.  We do have some records of their viewings.  


Constellations:
The Wagon – what we know as the big dipper.  The square of the big dipper is the wagon and the handle is the part that sticks out for the ox or horses to be attached.

Aurvandill’s Toe – There is a story where Thor is carrying a guy who died back to his wife.  The guy’s toe stuck out of the bag and froze.  To honor the man, Thor broke off the toe and threw it into the sky to become a star.  We are not sure which star this refers to.  It may be Venus or it may be Rigel, the star that makes the bottom right foot of Orion.

The Eyes of Thiazi – These are the eyes of the giant that stole Idun’s apples.  To appease Thiazi’s daughter, the gods do many things.  They offer her gold but she refuses.  She wants a god to marry and laughter.  They trick her with the marrying part and Loki tells a tale of a different way to tie up a goat to make her laugh.  As an added bonus, Odin throws the eyes of her father in the sky.  I’m not sure why he kept the eyes in his pocket…
Scholars do not know for sure which stars are the eyes of Thiazi, but are pretty sure it is located in the constellation Gemini.  There are two very bright stars side by side that we named Castor and Pollux, after the Greek heroes.  

Here is how you find the Eyes of Thiazi:

Go out side and find west by looking toward where the sun set.  Then turn slightly to your left.  You should now be facing southwest.  The eyes are high in the sky.  To your right and down should be Orion (pretty easy to find).  
Pollux is the brighter of the two. It is an orange-giant star that's about 35 light-years from Earth. Castor consists of six stars (you can see two of them with a telescope). This system lies about 50 light-years from Earth.


Thiazi’s eyes are the two bright stars up top in this picture.

Do you see that bright red “star” in the middle of Gemini? The Norse called it the bloody star.  What is it? 

______________________________

Show this constellation to a parent or guardian.  Have them sign below.

I saw Thiazi’s eyes:  _____________________________________________________





parent or guardian signature
Thanks to http://www.vikinganswerlady.com/stars.shtml for much of this information.

From the Poetic Edda:





Thórr said:�Say to me, Alvíss,�for it seems to me�there is nothing you do not know:�what is heaven called,�that all know,�in all the worlds there are?��Alvíss said:�Heaven it is called by men,�the Arch by gods,�Wind-Weaver by the Vanir,�by giants High-Earth,�by elves Fair-Roof�by dwarves the Dripping Hall.��Thórr said:�Say to me, Alvíss,�for it seems to me�there is nothing you do not know:�what is the moon called,�that men see,�in all the worlds there are?��Alvíss said:�Moon it is called by men,�the Ball by gods,�the Whirling Wheel in Hel,�the Speeder by giants,�the Bright One by dwarves,�by elves Tally-of-Years.��Thórr said:�Say to me, Alvíss,�for it seems to me�there is nothing you do not know:�what is the sun called,�that is seen by men,�in all the worlds there are?��Alvíss said:�Sól it is called by men,�Sunna by the gods,�by dwarves, Dvalinn's toy,�by giants Everglow,�by elves Fair-Wheel,�All-Bright by the sons of gods.





Snorri Sturluson's Prose Edda says in Gylfaginning: 





Þá tóku þeir síur ok gneista þá, er lausir fóru ok kastat hafði ór Múspellsheimi, ok settu á mitt Ginnungap á himin bæði ofan ok neðan til at lýsa himin ok jörð. Þeir gáfu staðar öllum eldingum, sumum á himni, sumar fóru lausar undir himni, ok settu þó þeim stað ok skipuðu göngu þeim. Svá er sagt í fornum vísindum, at þaðan af váru dægr greind ok áratal. ��[Then they (the gods) took the sparks and burning embers that were flying about after they had been blown out of Muspellheimr, and placed them in the midst of the firmament (Ginnungagap) both above and below to give light heaven and earth. They gave their stations to all the fires, some fixed in the sky, some moved in a wandering course beneath the sky, but they appointed them places and ordained their courses.] 











