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Phillis Wheatley
first African American woman poet
_________________________

Born ____________     Died ____________

She was _____ years old when she was brought from 

________   to America in ________.

Wheatley was _______  by her mistress and published
when she was  only ___________ years old.

Wheatley did not write ______ or on ________ of black 

people or slaves. 

Her works were well known by many famous people of her time.  ____________ thought her poetry was fabulous whereas _____________________ did not like her works at all.

Although she is sometimes cited as being the first African American poet, she is actually the second.  The first place honor goes to _______________________, a slave in Boston.  

Wheatley uses several __________, or references to other literary works, to ________________________.  Often her works are ________________ in nature.
She once met with General ___________________ before the ________

_____________________.  Although no one knows what they discussed, before she met with him, blacks were unable to  _______________________________

___________________ but immediately after their meeting he changed that.

1. Read the poem:

On Being Brought From Africa to America

‘Twas mercy brought me from my Pagan land,

Taught my benighted soul to understand

2
That there’s a God, that there’s a Saviour too:

Once I redemption neither sought nor knew,

4
Some view our sable race with scornful eye,

“Their colour is a diabolic dye.”


6
Remember, Christians, Negroes, black as Cain,

May be refin’d, and join th’ angelic train.

8
2. Look up these words:

Pagan –

Redemption –

Diabolic –

Refined –

3. Now reread the poem.

4. Answer these questions according to the above poem:


* Who/what brought her from Africa?


* Who is Cain? What is his story?


* What literary term is in line 7?


* What is it that Christians should remember?


* What is Wheatley’s viewpoint of her enslavement?
Extra Credit: Why are the words “Saviour” and “Colour” misspelled?
